Investigation of the anti-inflammatory activity of Acacia nilotica and Hibiscus sabdariffa.
The aqueous extracts of Acacia nilotica and Hibiscus sabdariffa were tested for anti-inflammatory, analgesic and antipyretic activities in animal models. Acacia nilotica extract had an inhibitory effect on carrageenan induced paw edema and yeast-induced pyrexia in rats. It also produced a significant increase in the hot plate reaction time in mice. Hibiscus sabdariffa extract had no effect on paw edema but had an inhibitory effect on yeast induced pyrexia and a significant effect on the hot plate reaction time. Among the phytoconstituents found in both plants, flavanoids, polysaccharides and organic acids may be mainly responsible for their pharmacological activities.